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In 2004, a group of MBA students 
from the Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania founded 

Students4Students (S4S), a partnership of 
business school students and alumni com-
mitted to investing in sustainable educa-
tion initiatives throughout the developing 
world. S4S focuses on one region at a time 
in partnership with educationally-focused 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
with proven track records, fiscal responsibil-
ity and organizational transparency. Our first 
partnership is with the Ubuntu Education 
Fund in Port Elizabeth, South Africa, which 
focuses on sustainable community-owned 
and operated education initiatives. The 
funds raised by S4S will go toward Ubuntu’s 
Mpilo-Lwazi program, which reaches more 
than 55,000 people through the provision 
of health education classes in 24 township 
schools, including youth counseling, com-
munity outreach workshops and sustainable 
food gardens. In March 2005, an S4S team 
comprised of 26 Wharton and Harvard busi-
ness school students traveled to South Africa 
to visit Ubuntu. Then, along with ten Ubuntu 
staff and S4S members from the University 
of Cape Town, we ran Cape Town’s Two 
Oceans Ultra Marathon to raise money and 
awareness for S4S. In May, S4S held a gala 
benefit at the Harvard Club in New York to 
attract large donors and corporate sponsors.

As business school students, we feel 
we can make a unique contribution in two 
distinct ways. First, we can apply our private 
sector skills, experience and contacts to 
increase the efficiency and impact of our 
education initiatives. In turn, we have been 

incredibly inspired by the passion and com-
mitment evident in the not-for-profit sector. 
Both the private and public sectors have a 
wealth of knowledge and lessons to learn 
from each other; it is precisely this link that 
S4S is trying to build.

Second, S4S hopes to ignite a flame of 
philanthropy amongst future business lead-
ers. During business school, S4S members 
donate time and energy to raise funds and 
awareness for our initiatives, as well as 
travel to visit our projects and participate in 
an annual athletic event. Upon graduation 
and re-entry into the working world, S4S 
alumni will continue to contribute at a per-
sonal level, while also leading fundraising 
efforts within corporations. S4S is designed 
to be an organization where individuals can 
stay involved long after they leave business 
school, thus leveraging the vast resources 
of our schools’ alumni networks. Each year, 
S4S will expand our partnership to addition-
al business schools around the world. Our 
goal is to instill a foundation of philanthrop-
ic responsibility that members will carry 
with them throughout their careers. In this 
way, the future generation of business lead-
ers will have an ingrained sense of corporate 
social responsibility. 

Thinking back to the first meeting of 
S4S and Ubuntu, and the clear inspiration 
that we felt from each other, it is arguable 
who benefits more from this relationship. It 
is truly a partnership – in which the moniker 
“Students4Students” is intentionally a palin-
drome – as each set of students is on the giv-
ing and receiving end. When we made the 
commitment to Ubuntu, along with the ex-

citement of collaboration came the pressure 
of fulfilling the promise we made. We knew 
that taking on this enormous responsibility 
meant the risk of disappointing the children 
whose smiles had brought us so much joy. 
Of course we are working hard to meet the 
financial goals we set out to achieve, but I 
have realized that S4S’s contribution extends 
beyond what we’ve outlined in our mission 
statement.

Upon our arrival at Ubuntu, we real-
ized quickly that despite our vastly differ-
ent circumstances, we are essentially the 
same at the core of the human condition. 
Each of us harbors hopes and dreams that, 
in the end, may or may not be realized. But 
we know that we have been blessed by the 
opportunity of education, and we would like 
to demonstrate our gratitude by giving back 
to those who are not as fortunate. Education 
provides a foundation and confidence that 
allows us to have hope, and sometimes it is 
simply hope that inspires and motivates us 
to work towards our aspirations. For many 
of us, the luxury to hope is a birthright that 
we accept and enjoy without understanding 
its privilege. We know that elsewhere in the 
world, many children are denied this basic 
foundation. So beyond the ability to support 
education with dollars, it is the power of 
hope that S4S seeks to share with our part-
ners. And with this, we know that with our 
partners, we have worked together to make 
the world a more hopeful place. 
 
For more information, please visit  
www.studentsforstudents.org 
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